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ambushes, and getting each other scalped and tomahawked, in the valley of the Ohio. The Canadians had been military colonists every whit as much as the Cossacks of the Don, with a far less acute enjoyment of the situation; but, as soon as they became British subjects, that period of storm and stress was over. Thenceforward on the Continent of America there was no one for them to fight, unless they themselves thought fit to get up a rebellion.
Not the least important contribution to the security of the province was the firm and temperate attitude which the British Government maintained in dealing with the primaeval inhabitants of the American wilderness. The history of Canada, for the first two centuries, was red and lurid with the periodical outbreaks of that ill-used and, (whenever it found an excuse for misconduct,) most ill-conditioned family of mankind. French villages were laid in ashes, and French Missions delivered over to torture and murder under circumstances which, in the estimation of their Church, qualified the victims for the honours of martyrdom. But the English authorities, while, they did not neglect military precautions, endeavoured to acquire the confidence of the Indians, and inspire them with an interest in the preservation of order. The red man was placed in safe possession of his hunting-grounds ; and private adventurers were effectually restrained from practising on the fatal facility for divesting himself of his property which beset him when within scent of a whisky-cask. So commenced, (as a local historian truly remarks,) that just and honest policy towards the Indians which has ever since been followed by the government of Canada.1 The signs of improved administration soon became apparent on the surface of society. Trade and agriculture revived, and by the end of ten
1 This observation is made by Mr. J. Bourinot, Honorary Secretary of the Royal Society of Canada. " Lands," Mr. Bourinot writes, " could be alienated by the Indians only at some public meeting or assembly called for that special purpose by the Governor or Commander-m-Chief where such lands were situated."